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Dear Parents/ Carers                                                                                                   Tuesday 17th March
As you’re probably aware, the government’s guidance on the coronavirus has changed from the ‘contain’ phase to one of delaying the spread of the virus. New advice was published yesterday and today which is stated below.
We’d like to reassure you that at Lisle Marsden we’re taking all of the necessary steps to protect our community and are continuing to follow official guidance from the government.

New Advice on Self-Isolation and Absence Reporting
Pupils should attend as normal unless they feel unwell – the current NHS advice is if your child has any of the following symptoms they should now remain at home for at least 14 days:
A new, continuous cough – ‘this means they’ve started coughing repeatedly’
A high temperature/fever – ‘this means they feel hot to touch on their chest back’ a temperature of above 37.8 degrees
Pupils should also remain at home for 14 days if anyone they live with has the above symptoms.
This means that if your child is ill, that all family members with whom they live with should self-isolate themselves for 14 days. This would include brothers and sisters of a child with Covid-19 symptoms at Lisle Marsden and yourselves. If you are ill with symptoms, all members of your household should self-isolate for 14 days.
It’s very important that you are certain that these are ‘new’ symptoms that you/ your child has because if you tell us this is the case, the child with symptoms and other family members will not be allowed back into school for at least 14 days.
The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill. It is likely that people living within a household will infect each other or be infected already. Staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the household could pass on to others in the community
for anyone in the household who starts displaying symptoms, they need to stay at home for 7 days from when the symptoms appeared, regardless of what day they are on in the original 14-day isolation period.
If your child is unwell or is self-isolating, report this as you would do normally by contacting school in the normal way. It’s important that you state that you are choosing to self-isolate, if you leave a message, we will contact you to confirm matters and make the earliest return date to school clear for you.

What’s the current situation in school?
The school remains open – this is the current official guidance we’ve been given.
All normal in school teaching and learning activities will continue, including: after school clubs and additional morning intervention lessons, until further notice. 
Adaptations have now been made to limit the number of large gatherings in school.
We have made the decision to cancel some events in school for the next few weeks to limit the number of visitors to school.
Thursday 19th Easter Bingo is cancelled.
All class assemblies and parent events are cancelled until further notice.
Parents’ Evenings for the 24th and 25th March have been postponed and will be rearranged later in the school year.
School educational visits up until Easter will be cancelled (events after Easter remain under review).
All visitors (including parents) will be expected to wash their hands upon entry to school.

What we’re doing to protect and support pupils and staff? 
If anyone at school begins to display the above symptoms they will be sent home. 
We will call you and ask you to remove your child as soon as possible.
We have a designated area in school to isolate people should they display the specific symptoms.
Staff continue to support children to regularly wash hands and follow good hygiene expectations.
Staff are helping children to reduce anxiety through careful discussions and age appropriate lessons.

What we need you to do
If you’ve recently changed your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible via the academy phone number 01472 311040 or email office@lma.nelcmail.co.uk
Talk to your children about the coronavirus. It’s a scary time and we should make sure children feel supported. BBC Newsround has regular updates for younger children .
Come and collect your child straight away, if we ask you to (we’ll contact you if they become ill with either a temperature or a new, continuous cough)

What happens if the school has to close?
We’ll only close if we’re either officially advised to do so or we don’t have enough staff to run the school.
In either case, we’ll:
Inform you via text message
Provide you with information on our website - front page.
Provide you with information concerning work set for pupils during closure.
Please keep in mind that we’re only sending out this information to help the school community prepare. There are currently no plans to close.
If you have any questions
Please consult the:
School office, if you have any questions about our response to this issue 
NHS, if you want to know more about the symptoms of coronavirus. If you think you or your child may have the symptoms, use NHS 111 online if at all possible before calling 111
Department for Education’s coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687, if you have any questions about the government’s response to coronavirus in relation to schools
Check our website front page – it has links to the latest information
It’s a tricky time and we know you’re worried about the impact this might have on our community. It’s important we keep each other safe and talk about these events to help with any anxiety.
Thank you for your continued support.
[bookmark: _GoBack]D Kinsey                            Headteacher
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