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Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                Thursday 19th March 2020

Re: Coronavirus update – Lisle Marsden School Closure Information

Following on from my last update, I’m now writing to let you know that we have now been instructed to close the school to almost all children after this Friday, 20th March, until further notice. Please send your child to school on Friday as normal.
As advised by the government, we will do all we can to stay open for the children of key workers (e.g. NHS staff, police, others in frontline services) and children with certain needs. 
We are awaiting the government to publish more information on what this actually means for everyone, we are hopeful that government will contact this group of people directly (public information and through their employers), we’ll be in touch again as soon as we are sure who this does apply to and what service we will be able to offer these specific families.

All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into school from Monday onwards.

Please note that this is a National closure – as you may have heard in the news – so whilst it is a challenging situation, we are not alone. We’ll re-open fully as soon as we can and will let you know when this is through our school text service, our website front page and class DoJo. 

We’ll be sending children home on Friday 20th March at the normal time. Children will take home their PE kits etc., any personal pupil medical supplies (inhalers/ medicines/ medical aides etc.), just like we do at the end of the summer term. These will need to be returned to school when we re-open.

Children Eligible for Free School Meals.

The government intend to support all families eligible for Free School Meals (not universal Free meals for younger children).
As soon as we know how this will operate (school meals provider decision) we will contact this group of families directly with information to ensure your child receives their entitlement each day, and what you must do to claim this.


Key Worker Children School Meals

Once we know who these children are, we will contact families with information on how and when to order a school meal.

What We’ll Continue Doing While Your Child is at Home

· Your child’s learning is of course very important to us, so we’ll continue to help your child to learn at home. Members of staff have provided work for all pupils to complete at home over the next two weeks. On Friday, your child will bring home a ‘home learning pack’. In the pack will be lots of information on how you can support and work with your child at home, as well as activities. There will also be information on our school website under the ‘Home Working tab’ to access. It’s important that you try to support your child to complete as much work as they are able. Further work and ideas to support your child at home will be provided to parents through our website at a later date.
· For parents of children who are currently absent from school due to illness or self-isolating, we will contact you to ask you to make arrangements to collect your child’s pack next week. If this is a problem, we will work with you to find a solution so the pack gets home.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If you need to contact a teacher at school with an educational/ pastoral concern, or for advice about the work set for your child, information on how to do this will be provided within the pack. Alternatively,  queries can be directed to office@lma.nelcmail.co.uk  email address, and clearly marked for the attention of the class teacher. 
· School will continue to open each day, should you need to contact us through the normal channels of communication. Should this change, we will tell you.
· We will continue to post news, government information etc. on our website to help you. Please check this regularly 
· We’ll text you with updates or any relevant new information.

This is as much as we know right now, and we appreciate your continued patience with these very challenging matters as we deal with this ever-changing situation. We understand that this latest news will of course have an impact on you and your family and it’s far from ideal, but we’ll continue to keep in touch with any updates as the situation develops.

And remember: if you or your child feels ill and you want to know what to do next, please use NHS 111 online. 

Thank you again for your continued support, and we will be in touch with more information when we can.

Yours Sincerely


D Kinsey
Headteacher
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