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Dear Parent/ Carer                                                                                                                 Friday 20th March 2020                                                                                   
Lisle Marsden is closing today to all pupils.
Information provided by the following government link makes it clear to all parents and carers what the academy can offer specific families. Please read this carefully together with our letter below.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision

[bookmark: _GoBack]We will open as soon as we are able, to provide care/ educational provision to a small number of identified children only! Once we know who these children will be, these parents/carers will be contacted directly.
Please work with us whilst we determine the best arrangements to ensure we can safely open.
The government has asked parents to keep their children at home wherever possible to reduce the spread of the virus. Our Academy will be operating on a skeleton staff and will only be able to provide childcare for families where adults are considered ‘critical’ workers key workers and will be required to attend their place of work during the school day.
Parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response include those who work in health and social care and in other key sectors outlined on the reverse of this letter. Many parents working in these sectors will be able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be.
Please, therefore, follow these key principles: 
· If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 
· If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has parents who are critical workers, then childcare provision will be available for them (when we are safely ready to provide it) if there is absolutely no other childcare available.

Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles as adults, although clearly this will not be possible if their child is attending school, as they will continue to be possible ‘catchers and carriers’ of the virus who would bring it back into your homes infecting the rest of the family.
Many parents working in the critical sectors will be able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be. This is an offer to parents and carers, and there is no requirement for parents and carers – even those who ‘qualify’ for educational provision - to send their children to school if they do not need or wish to do so
For vulnerable children, your child’s social worker will work with you to assess the best option for your child. Vulnerable children include those who have a social worker and those with education, health and care (EHC) plans. Children who have a social worker include children in need, children who have a child protection plan and those who are looked after by the Local Authority.
Critical workers include NHS staff, police, farmers and specific food retail workers, who need to be able to go out to work. You may be eligible if you fall into one of these categories: Health and Social Care Education; Childcare; Key Public Services; Local and National Government; Food and other necessary goods; Public Safety and National Security; Transport Utilities; communication and financial services.
If you think you fall within the critical categories above having read the government advice:  you carry out your vital work outside of the home, during school hours; there is no other ‘non-vulnerable’ adult that can provide childcare for your child(ren); you have confirmed with your employer that, based on their business continuity arrangements, your specific role is necessary for the continuation of this essential public service.
Then you will need to provide us with specific information on the attached form for us to determine this, and allow us to make safe and appropriate arrangements here at school, which will help us to support you, and to allow us to follow the government guidelines to keep the children safe, as well as ensuring the safety of our staff who will work with them.
Children may not attend the school site under any circumstances unless their attendance has been approved by the Academy. No staff will be available to provide child care to any family until arrangements have been finalised. The Government’s strategy of closing schools is a drastic measure but it will only be effective if the numbers attending are kept to a minimum. Please remember that we are putting our staff, their children and their families at risk by opening our doors. Whilst we are happy to do this for families who fulfil the criteria, we cannot provide childcare for those who do not. 
Once we have collated the information you provide us we will contact you directly to explain whether you are eligible for a place and how we intend to safely operate arrangements going forwards.
I would like to thank you all for your continued support and understanding during these incredibly challenging times. 
 
Yours Sincerely

D W Kinsey
Headteacher
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